
Irish Meeting     June 2009 

Ovens N.S. hosted the 4th meeting of the project. The 

school  prepared for the visit. All classrooms displayed 

their work on the partner countries and the hall was deco-

rated for the occasion. We greeted the Minister for Edu-

cation, Mr. Batt OõKeeffe who officially opened the meet-

ing. 25 teachers from the partner schools were in atten-

dance ,as were  parent representatives, Board of Manage-

ment members, teachers and children. The Lee Valley Golf 

Club was the venue for work meetings and accommodation. 

The sun shone throughout a very busy week where many new 

work plans were finalised. Visitors were treated to the best 

of Irish hospitality. They engaged in our national sport-

Hurling and learned  some Irish dancing. They loved the visit 

to Ovens. 

 

Many thanks to the Parents who provided a 

wonderful meal for all our guests and for all 

the  support and encouragement  

throughout  the project.  

For more details about the project visit:  

http://behaviourprojectirl.blogspot.com/ 

Project Title:  

Good behaviour:  

A Rainbow  

That Colours 

Our  Lives!  
 

Ireland 

What is  popu-

lation of  

Ireland? 

Name the longest River?  

United Kingdom 

What is the capital of the 

UK ? 

Currency? 

Schools in the 

project ?  

 

Italy 

What is the capital ?  

Name some 

Italian 

foods  

Country Quiz                       
 We had lots of quizzes for our video-conferences. Here are 

some questions for you to answer. 
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Activities    

completed  

¶ Selfish Giant per-

formance  

 

¶ Litter Munchers   

¶ Eddie and the Pen-

guins saving the Ice  

 

¶ Travelling characters   

¶ Comic Strips   

¶ Videoconferences   

¶ Songs DVD  

Countries  

J United Kingdom (x2) 

J Ireland 

J Italy 

J Portugal 

J Romania 

J Slovenia (x2) 

J Malta 

J Turkey 

4ÈÅ #ÏÍÅÎÉÕÓ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒȟ Á ÒÁÉÎÂÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÌÏÕÒÓ 
ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȱ ÉÓ ÎÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
were outlined in Birmingham have been achieved.  Final re-
ports and evaluation for Europe are being written and this is 
being done by weekly online meetings. An  E -book  will be pub-
lished and this will have a complete description of all the final 
products and tasks. The link to this will be available on comple-
tion. September 30th, 2010 is the deadline for final report sub-
mission.  

We can now begin to use the resources which have been cre-
ated and look forward to doing this in the coming years. We 
have many exciting and well -designed final products. In fact, 
the board game has already won a European award for its  

educational value.  

Many thanks to all the pupils, teachers and parents who helped 
to make this project work well.   

We were  delighted with the report which was prepared for the 
Euopean commission by the Irish Agency representatives who 
monitored the project work.   

It says: Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÆÆȢ Ȱ 
ȰIt has huge potential  to be beneficial to other schools and the 
×ÉÄÅÒ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ Ȱthe potential to main-
ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÓÏÍÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇÓȢȱ 

 Star 

 

Year 2  

 

Tinka 



The selfish Giant Dance   

Shauna, Rory, Jessica and 

Claire did a dance representing 

Winter in The Selfish Giant 

play performed by 1st and 6th 

class. We got the music and 

then devised a dance routine. 

Rory was Jack Frost, Shauna 

was Snow, Jessica was the 

North Wind and Claire was the 

Hail. We  got lovely costumes 

and had a great time with the 

show. 

We made a video of the com-

plete story and hope it will be 

enjoyed by all.  

 

Slovenia 

Capital City  

Language: 

Currency:  

Population: 

Portugal 

 

Capital City:  

Language 

Currency:  

Population:                 

 

Turkey 

Capital  City:  

Language:  

Currency:  

Population:  
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Quiz ë time continued.   Can you fill in the blanks ?  
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Comenius website: 

www.behaviourproject.110.mb.com 

English, Irish and French. They 

even sang it as a round and they 

looked so cute on camera.  We now 

have the completed DVD and have 

lots of songs from all over Europe.  

 

Didactic Game 
A board game has been produced 

with contributions from all the 

partner schools. Ovens prepared 

tasks relating to Internet Safety 

and other schools had specific ar-

eas of behaviour assigned to them. 

The result is a board game which 

can be played by 6 -8 players. It has 

won an award in Europe for its design 

and suitability as a teaching resource.  

We have the game in the school and 

look forward to using it.   

Eurochild 2010  
We submitted many poems for this 

yearõs poetry publication and were 

delighted to find that 14 of our en-

tries have been published. We had 

written about behaviour and many 

issues like War, Bullying and Manners. 

The official launch of this publication 

will be in October. Meanwhile, it is 

hoped that our poets will continue to 

write in the future. Good luck to all !  

We recorded a song for a DVD 

with songs from all the partner 

countries. Mrs. OõCallaghanõs 6th 

Class recorded  a John Spillane 

song entitled òJohnny , donõt go to 

Ballincolligó . Mrs OõGradyõs class 

recorded an Irish song called òĎr· 

ôs® do Bheatha ôbhaileó which was 

accompanied by Cormac on piano. 

Marie recorded these songs on 

video. Meanwhile, Senior Infonts 

under the direction of Mrs. 

OõRourke recorded 

Frere Jacques in 3 dif-

ferent languages ñ

Songs Video                                                                                          

The Good Behaviour  

Proverbs  

 

Each country collected some 

proverbs connected  

 to Good Behaviour and  

translated  them into  

English.  

Students also  illustrated  

the proverbs and  videos were 

made. We expect the com-

plete collection of Proverbs to 

be available shortly.   

 

 

The Good Behaviour  

Multilingual Dictionary  

Using common expressions  

of everyday life, we published  a multi-

lingual dictionary using the mother lan-

guages of the partner countries with an  

audio support for pronunciation . 

These were  recorded by the Junior 

classes. Juniors Infants to 2nd were  

involved in this. This dictionary is now 

complete and is available to the school 

as a resource. It is really well done.  



Everybody worked really hard to make 

The Selfish Giant production a  big 

success. Andrew brought in lots of 

cardboard for the giant and the 

trees. Trees were painted on two 

sides with a Winter scene on one side 

and a Spring scene on the other.  

Matthew made the sticks for the 

trees and Julie began the artistic 

work. Alan and Adam played flute and 

banjo while  the whole class played 

their own musical compositions on tin 

whistle.  The music reflected the 

various moods of the scenes. Shauna, 

Jessica, Claire and Rory led the danc-

ing in  a brilliant sequence of moves. 

Keith played the giant while Luke, 

Lucy and Aoife narrated the entire 

story. Matthew, Eoin and Rowan 

were in charge of the Wall. 1st Class  

played the part of the children and   

sang some songs. We practised and 

performed in Éire Óg hall helped 

along by Johnny, Ms. Foley and our 

class teachers.  We composed the  

original music  and songs  in class and  

we had great fun.  

Eddie and the Penguins save 

the world  

Second class children looked splen-

did in their white costumes as they 

told the story of the disappearing 

ice and global warming. With superb 

songs , actions and narration we 

learned how to save the planet from 

destruction.   

Meanwhile, the Junior classes in Ovens have entertained Star from 

Birmingham and Tinka the Lacemaker for Slovenia. We have taught 

them many lessons about the environment, about our local area  and 

many of our good behaviour practices here in Ovens.  They have 

visited childrenõs homes, gone to matches and seen a lot of the 

countryside. We are waiting for the impending visit of Acorana      

the sperm whale from Portugal. We will have lots to tell her about 

global warming and taking care of the seas and the environment.  

This has been a brilliant activity and all classes from Juniors to 

Third have taken part in this.  

 

One of the project activities was to send a character 

to various partner schools in order to learn about 

good behaviour in other countries. Shauna and Julie 

from 6th class prepared a teddy and a mouse for 

travelling. We named the teddy Polite Paddy and the 

mouse Minnie Manners. They have become great 

friends with children in Portugal and Slovenia. They 

spent Christmas in Slovenia and have had great fun in 

Portugal where they have had many trips and esca-

pades. They are in Birmingham at the moment and we 

hope to see them in a video ðconference during the 

coming week. They have passports and outfits made 

specially for them. Ms Kelleher made a school uni-

form for Paddy and both characters accompanied us 

to the Sciath na Scol final. We 

canõt wait to see them again 

and to hear all their news.  

 

Romania 

Capital City?  

Language ? 

Currency? 

Malta 

Capital City  

Language: 

Currency  

Population 

¶ Saying Thank You 

¶ Respecting the environment  

¶ Internet Etiquette  

¶ Listening to people  

¶ Honesty  

¶ Not skipping lines or queues  

¶ Hurling behaviour  

Comenius Newsletter 2010 

More Questions                          Names of the  Powerpoints made (some) 

 

Dramatic  performances for DVD  

Polite Paddy and Minnie Manners 
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To have a better look at the Comenius Project 2008-

2010, log on to www.behaviourproject.110.mb.com 

(no spaces between any letters or dots.) 

Litter Munchers 

The combined Infant 

classes in Ovens told us 

about the litter munchers. 

With lots of actions, songs 

and stories, they advised  

us to  put our litter in the 

bin and reminded us that 

the world is not ours to 

keep. We must look after 

it for the next generation. 

This was a most  

entertaining performance.  

Human behaviour, Global warming and Litter disposal  



Ovens National School,  

Knockanemore, 

Ovens, 

Co.Cork, 

Ireland.  

 

    

                                             

Among the many results of our project  we 

have:  

¶ Multilingual Dictionary  

¶ Stickers from all the schools  

¶ Board game about behaviour featuring 

questions from all the countries.  

¶ Ovens N.S. presented questions about 

Internet Safety  

¶ E-book 

¶ Project Blog  

¶ School blog in each school  

¶ Video: Selfish Giant  

¶ DVD: Proverbs from all countries  

¶ Lesson plans for all age groups  

¶ Extensive set of resources relating to 

behaviour management in class and 

whole school  

¶ Research findings about behaviour  

¶ DVDs and CDs from partner schools 

sharing experiences and best practice  

¶ Publication of Cartoon Stories ña com-

pilation from all schools  

¶ Powerpoint Lessons on behaviour  

¶ Poems in Eurochild  2010 ( published  

and for sale in bookshops )  

  

 

 

 

M®abh Allenõs sticker on 

Good Behaviour 

The Irish sticker features on the cover of the E

-book which will be published on line soon. This 

book describes the project work in the course 

of the past two years and will be shared with 

the European Commission. It will be available as 

a resource for  educators and  others involved in 

behavior management. 

 

Maltaôs  

Comenius cake  

 

Cartoon Strips Activity 

This was an activity for the older  

children and involved  a lot of preparation, drawing and plan-

ning.  

A cartoon character was designed in the form of an alien. 

Everybody worked hard to create their character and 

choosing one was very difficult. Eventually Oggy was chosen 

as the visiting alien who  has to learn how to behave. The 

entire class worked on a story sequence. At the start each 

person created his/her own cartoon story. We then worked 

on a whole class story. We chose to do two  

stories.  Lucy and Jessica drew the entire comic strip  se-

quence. They were really colourful and  had six pages each. 

We are waiting for the collection of stories from all the 

countries which has been published as a final product.  

 

Phone: 021- 4872531 

Website: www.ovensns.com 

Also: www.ovensns.scoilnet.ie 

Videoconferences 
This was a new experience for us in Ovens and came about 

as a direct result of involvement in the Comenius project. 

Using our schools Broadband connection and Skype, we were 

in communication with partner countries. Each meeting was 

prepared in advance by teachers and children . Question-

naires were sent by each school and  the answers  were pre-

pared in advance. Then we exchanged music, songs, stories, 

dance and learned a lot about each of the schools in the 

partnership. The opportunity to speak to children from 

other countries and to be able to ask them questions was a 

great way to learn about them. We had to remember the 

time differences and we had to speak clearly so that we 

were understood. We did a fantastic display for St Pat-

rickõs Day with contributions from all the classes in the 

school. This is definitely something that we will continue to 

do in the future.  


