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[image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Welcome back to all following the Summer Break. Our school has had a makeover and is looking bright and cheerful. Many thanks to the Board of Management and our Principal for all the painting and various improvement works which took place during our absence. The parents association have also been very busy painting the imprints on the junior yards and we also purchased new imprints for the left side of the school for when the field is unsuitable for playing in the winter time. Thanks also to Denis Lucey and his team from Court Care for their prompt work to have the new imprints ready for return to school.





National Parents Council-Primary


Cork West branch of NPC-P resumes meetings later this month. These meetings are a great source of information, education and resource for parents regarding issues pertaining to primary school. Meetings take place at various locations county wide on the first Tuesday of every month and are open to all to attend.


Topics for September include ‘How Board of managements work’ and ‘Transition from primary to post primary education 6th class students’.  


 





       




































































































































































In the last 3 years which have enriched school life for both parents and children. The erection of the Perimeter fence on the Church Road side of the school has greatly enhanced the safety of the children who play in that area of the field. Upgrading of library books at junior level has broadened their reading scope. Contribution towards Swimming (2nd Class), and Sciath na Scoil Buses. Ovens NS has received great support from you the parents and the goodwill of those in the local community without whom we could not complete chosen goals. The support of Mr Lynch and the staff of Ovens NS lends to a good working relationship between all parties and and presents a harmonious relationship going forward.





Agenda


 


Minutes from last meeing.





Financial Report





Chairpersons Address





Xmas Plans





Election of Officers








Looking forward to seeing as many parents as possible on the night.








Retirement


We bid farewell to Mr Denis Lynch (former Principal) on the 31st August following 43 years’ service at Ovens NS. Presentation of a Framed picture of the school and money draft on behalf of the Parents Association were made in June .Various other farewell events took place to honour his long association and leadership of Ovens NS. A corner stone of school life, he will be missed by all. We wish him a long and enjoyable retirement.


Ms Carmel Healy has also left us to take a new position as Principal of St Mary on the Isle NS. Presentation of a large floral arrangement was made on her last day and gratefully received. We wish her every success in her new post. 





New Appointments


A big welcome to our New Principal Mr Eoghan Hyde who comes to us from Rathduff NS. Mr Hyde is familiar with Ovens NS having worked here for 12 years prior to his appointment as Principal in Rathduff NS. We look forward to working with him for the enhancement of our school for the future. We also welcome Ms Claire Finnegan (Junior Infants) and Mr Stephen Buckley (5th Class).Mr Kieran O Sullivan joins us in learning support for the first and second term. We wish them all well for their future in Ovens NS.





Upcoming Events





Lenrec recycling drive . Wednesday September 21st 


9-3pm


Rainbow (non uniform) day. Friday September 23rd.


Chuckies Playzone fundraising night Thursday September.29th 


6.30-8.30pm.





Bag Pack –Quish’s Supervalu Ballincollig Saturday Oct. 15th- 10-6pm














Chuckies Play zone fundraising night Thursday September 29th 6.30-8.30pm
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 TRACKSUIT DAYS





The following tracksuit days have currently allotted to the various classes. Most classes are increasing their PE time to one hour from 2 half hourly slots a week for better time management. The following list is to avoid confusion and to help parents plan ahead. 


Jnr.Infants-


Mrs O Donovan  - Monday and Thursday


Ms Finnegan      - Monday and Tuesday


Senior Inf  - 


Ms C. Murphy  - Monday  & Thursday


Ms M.Cooper   - Monday & Thursday


1st Class  


Ms G Donovan – Monday & Thursday 


Ms K.Coughlan- Monday & Thursday   


2ndClass    -


Ms Brennan -     Tuesday & Thursday


Ms K Coughlan – Monday & Thursday


3rd Class


Ms S Scannell – Tuesday & Thursday


4th Class   


Ms C Dineen - Thursday


5th Class   


Mr S Buckley – Monday & Thursday


6th Class 


Ms O Grady  - Friday














              


 











 











HOLIDAY LIST SCHOOL YEAR 2011/12





Back to school- Thurs. Sept 1st.





Mid-Term – 31st Oct - 4thNov


                        (inclusive)





December – Off Monday Dec.5th





Christmas – Closing Dec.22rd


       Opening Mon.Jan.9th 2012





Mid-Term –Thurs 16th Friday 17th February 2012





St. Patrick’s Day Break


   Off Monday 19th March





Easter Holidays – 


      Closing Friday March 30th     Opening Monday April16th 2012





June Break- Mon June 4th &                         Tuesday June 5th 2012





Summer Holidays –Thur.June 28th.


2012














Following the recent success of our recycling day we have another planned for Wednesday next September 21st. This is an easy way to raise money without dipping in your pockets! We earn €5 per 10kg bag of clothes, old shoes Paired) curtains etc. Anything you are clearing from your wardrobes and hot-presses ahead of the winter. Stuffed toys are also acceptable which is a great way of moving them on, particularly when other organisations don’t take them anymore. Old mobile phones are also welcome as we can acquire €3.50 per unit in return. All goods can be bagged and left into school hall from 9-3pm on Wednesday next. Please encourage family, friends and neighbours to participate as all funds will return to school for the benefit of your children. Looking forward to whatever you can bring on Wednesday!    





 LENREC RECYCLING WEDNESDAY 21st SEPTEMBER> 





In the interest of child safety Mr Hyde and the BoM - have requested parents not to drop their children to school before 9am as no supervision is available. Bus schedules have also been adjusted so that children travelling by bus will not arrive before 9am. Introduction of 24 hour Personal Pupil accident insurance will further enhance children’s safety both at home and at school. Cost of insurance approximately has been kept minimal to allow all children avail of the scheme and details are attached. Please return completed form to the school as soon as possible.   





Health and safety
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SCIATH NA SCOIL 


Sciath Na Scoil campaign has recommenced for the senior classes with gusto. Training Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-4pm in Eire Og for those involved. As we are in Division 2 football there are many challenges ahead for our boys and girls. Both groups have gotten off to a great start in winning their initial games with another game each this Thursday in Eire Og .Many thanks to Mr Hyde, Ms O’Grady and Mr O’Sullivan for their time and input . It is really appreciated by the children and parents.











School Baskets


As previously discussed provision of school book baskets has been put in place for 4th, 5th and 6th class on return to school. Uniformity of baskets allows safer passage through the room and will hopefully limit the weight of schoolbags going home which is a big concern for teachers and parents alike. We appreciate feedback and comment on this issue from all parents. 





Parking continues to be an issue with the same people repeatedly offending.From September, It is proposed to name and shame people who continue to double park for school collection and drop offs, thus endangering other children who may not be visible to oncoming drivers. It has also been suggested that 3 car spaces on the lower side of the gate be set aside for the bus thus allowing unrestricted view of the ‘No parking’ zone in front of the gate. Repainting of the lines will also assist in identifying the ‘no parking’ areas we ask for parents to be vigilant in parking away from the gate where possible and walking their children to and from school in a safe manner. There are plenty of car spaces both in the church yard and in Eire Og to allow set down and safe walking via path to school. For those on the church side there is a footpath inside the graveyard wall to allow safe passing to the gate where people are backing in and out of spaces. It may help to ask your children to stay at the gate and arrive a 3.05 when a lot of the heavy traffic is gone and you can park easily by the path. Each individual can assess their own situation as by making it safe for your children you may prevent an accident for another.   If you have any comments or suggestions we would love to hear from you via our mail box in the school office.








AGM Thursday October 20th 2011 8.30pm


Our AGM takes place on Thursday October 20th as indicated. We encourage all parents to come and participate as we plan for the year ahead. Your views are important and we can only discuss them if raised at these meetings. Ovens NS has a very active Parent body and all parents are invited to present their views and opinion in broad forum. This year we have Board of Management elections in November and require officer positions to our committee. Mr Hyde will speak on the night to introduce himself to the wider parent body and outline his plan for the year. Refreshments will be provided afterwards to allow people to socialise and catch up. Looking forward to seeing you all there.





PARKING 
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Budgeting 2011/2012


To assist parents budget regarding school activities such as music, dancing ,tennis etc. Requests will be introduced in a phased basis over the coming weeks to facilitate all pockets in the current climate. Further details to follow.





Dear Parents,


As we start the new school year we wish to welcome all the new parents and families who have joined Ovens NS. Being a parent in our school you’re automatically a member of the Parents Association and are encouraged to attend whatever meetings you can, notice of which are given via text and note form well in advance. We have a busy year ahead and all help is welcome! We use a web text system to alert parents to happenings in the school and we will test same on Tuesday next September 20th. If you don’t receive a txt please inform the school office with your name and contact number and child’s class for inclusion in same. Mr Hyde Has also set up a web texting data base for school alerts.


The School in Support of the All-Ireland Ladies Football Finals are holding a Rainbow (non- uniform) day on Friday September 23rd to raise money for charity and school funds. Please support and wear your county colours!


If you have any suggestions on how we can improve our service please do not hesitate to drop a note into our post box in the school office. 





Regards,


Marita Murphy. 


(Chairperson)





Presidential Elections.


We wish to alert parents that alternative childcare arrangements will be required for the Presidential election and referenda day as Ovens NS is a polling station. Currently the selected date is October Thursday 27th and may change which will be advertised in national media. Annual Parent/ Teacher meetings will also take place in November (usually end) and adequate notice will be given in advance to facilitate parents attending and to make childcare provisions if required.





Chuckies Play zone


Our annual fundraiser at Chuckies play zone takes place on Thursday 29th 6.30-8.30pm. This is a great opportunity for the junior and senior parents to socialise while the children are having fun. This year we plan to have a book exchange (bring & Buy) so please donate any unwanted books gathering dust on your shelves and we’ll use them. Helpers required for the night so please txt availability to 087-2460081. More information to follow in the nest week.











FUNDRAISING 2011





School Motto


‘Treat others as you would like them to treat you.’





N.S. Parent’s Association,


Ovens N.S.


Knockanemore,


Ovens,


Co. Cork.




















We’re on the Web!


www.ovensns.com
































